
Erie Canal Information 
 
 
 

 The Erie Canal was 363 miles long.  That is farther 
than driving from Detroit to Chicago. (283 miles!) 
 

 

 Flat boats were pulled along the canal by horses or 
mules.  
 
 

 The Erie Canal made it much easier and quicker for 
passengers to get to Michigan. 
 

 

 The opening of the Erie Canal led to a large increase 
in population of the Michigan Territory. 


